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From the Director:

A recent visit to one of our favourite websites came up with some startling findings, findings which
clearly reinforce our mission to re-establish ionisers. Because ionisers usually perform well over and
above an owner’s expectations, our opponents have to dig pretty deep for an argument against them,
and they invariably ‘home in’ on the old chestnut of the (copper or copper-silver alloy) electrodes and
heavy metals. Paradoxically, it would appear that their argument has just turned around and bitten
them.

The properties and benefits of copper have been a matter of the pubic record since the Bronze Age,
and by far, the greatest percentage of registered, and approved algicides on the market today, are
copper-based. It is without doubt, one of the most effective algicides known — and looks like being so
for a long time to come - and, as if to reinforce the argument “For” its use, a recent visit to the website
of the Copper Development Centre of Australia, www.copper.com.au turned up some very interesting
information indeed.

Apart from its undisputed properties as a broad spectrum algicide, copper was also known by some
researchers, to be an effective counter to a limited range of health-related bugs. But.... and it’s a most
significant ‘but’ researchers in the U.K, Japan, South Africa, and USA have put copper under the
microscope, literally, and have come up with some extraordinary results, the most significant being its
ability to knock off some very tenacious bugs, MRSA (Methicillan Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus a
strain of Golden Staph) E. coli 0157, influenza A, and others — ON CONTACT!

These findings have since been applied to a ward in Birmingham’s (UK) Selly Oak Hospital where
touch surfaces such as door handles, taps, hand rails, door plates etc. have been replaced with copper,
and with startling results. Bugs which have been proven viable for many days on traditional stainless
steel surfaces, now have a much reduced life expectancy of as little as 30 minutes on copper.

One can only imagine how this news has been received by those health professionals charged with the
responsibility of infection control in hospitals and other institutions worldwide. Very interesting stuff I
think you’ll agree. For further details of these particular studies, go to: www.copper.com.au We also
recommend that you visit: www.cda.org.uk www.copper.org and www.copperinfo.com

Time for a Transplant?

Whilst on the subject of copper: If you’ve been ignoring your pool all winter, now is the time to give
some thought to some basic pre-season maintenance, and let’s start with the “beating heart” of your
ioniser; the electrodes. They are arguably the most neglected component of your ionizer system, and



probably the most misunderstood. At the very least, have a look at their condition. A thin, uniform,
coating of brown and green is normal, but clean them anyway. If you find that you can’t even see the
electrodes for scale, do something about it. Remove them and give them a jolly good scrub. Lemon
dishwashing detergent and warm water will be a big help here — and wear gloves! It’s a filthy job, and
the coating gets right into your paws. (intentional pun).

Once you’ve cleared away the crud, examine each electrode carefully. They may be worn and very
much smaller than they were, but they should both be about the same size and shape. If not, this
indicates a slight imbalance in the “polarity switching” and to overcome this, simply swap the
connections over on the flowcell and by this time next year, both should be about the same size again.
However, if one electrode is dramatically smaller than the other, this is symptomatic of a problem
within your electronic controller, and we suggest that it should be returned to our service department
for closer examination. If your electrodes are of the older and now obsolete Aquavic pattern (semi-
circular in cross section with a 6-mm stainless steel terminal stud in one end) make sure that the
electrode metal has not been consumed to the point where the terminal stud is beginning to break out
of the parent metal. If so, you need to give some serious thought to replacing them before the season
gets underway. We will look favourably on “Trading In” what’s left, and replacing them with a new
universal flowcell set.

Time out:

We took the opportunity of the usual mid-winter lull in the pool industry and decided to pay a long-
overdue visit to our beautiful South West Corner - Perth around to Albany. The weather over there was
“Interesting” as we had the windscreen wipers going variously for about five days of our 12 day visit,
almost got blown off the Point Leeuwin Light House, saw waterfalls in full flow, dams over-flowing,
massive trees, and countless hectares of lush, green pasture. — and the natives were concerned about
the drought! We did suggest that a visit to the East Coast would be good for a reality check, but that
wasn’t so well received. In this particular case, not only was the other person’s grass very much
greener, but there was far more of it. At the end of the day, I guess that it’s all relative.

Anti-Chlor:

Our anti-chlorine stance received a significant boost recently when our attention was drawn to an
article in “The Sydney Media” wherein it was reported that on 25 September, the 50 metre pool at the
Cook + Phillip Park Leisure Facility had been closed for 2 days because “two doses of chlorine had
failed to remove bacteria.” Paradoxically, if they’d chosen to run an ioniser with the existing system,
this incident could have been avoided.

Calendars:

We are in the process of either delivering in person, emailing, or posting out our 2008 company
calendars. They feature a large and colourful, easy on the eye seascape, removable ‘month at a time
calendar’ with large numbers, plenty of info on times and tides, etc., all the usual stuff, and of course,
an Aquavic header with our contact details. And they’re free! If you haven’t received yours, or would
like extra copies, give us a call or drop us a line. We’ll do the rest

John R, Horwood.

Director.
‘If you wouldn’t drink it, why would you let your children swim in it?’



