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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From the Director: 
By now you will have already peeled off the “January” part of your new Aquavic calendars, and if 
you didn’t get yours, drop us a line for your free 2008 Aquavic calendar. We’ve still got several left.  
First in – best dressed. And whilst on the subject of calendars, a belated Happy New Year to you all as 
we struggle through this “1 in 100 years” drought. It’s certainly been a wake-up call for city folk, but 
for those in many rural areas, the effect varies from ‘inconvenient’ to having no effect at all. But then, 
we city folk have always taken our water supplies for granted. Hosing of cars in driveways and fixed 
sprinklers running unchecked were common place. I am native of a large central Victorian city and 
still have vivid memories of a neighbour who was notorious for leaving his lawn sprinklers on all 
night, as evidenced, the following day by a constant stream of water flowing over the footpath and 
nature strip, and down into the nearest storm water drain. And by golly, until recently, some of our 
suburban councils down here were no better. 
 
How quickly things have changed. We’ve suddenly become very protective of every drop of water that 
comes through our meters or falls on our roof, and have devised a multitude of ways of ensuring that it 
is stored and well used before it leaves the property. As I drive around Victoria, I can’t help but notice 
the dramatic increase in the number of trucks delivering poly water tanks of all shapes and sizes – I’ve 
even seen some passing others going in the opposite direction! Something very wrong here, methinks.  
With a little bit of lateral thinking, their owners could all be installing swimming pools instead and 
then they would not only have a much larger “rain water tank” but would be also able to swim in it. A 
win-win situation, surely? 
 
With very few exceptions, swimming pool owners are not allowed to refill their pools from the 
household supply and have devised many ways of overcoming this problem, but with tanks, the 
cynical side of me wonders just how many of those recently-installed rain water tanks contain water 
which is out of all proportion to the historical rainfall figures for their area? I wonder. 
 
Chlorine-induced Asthma – Fact or Fantasy? 
We recently received an email from a colleague in Canada alerting us to the results of a study which 
reinforced growing concerns about chlorine-induced asthma in the developing respiratory systems of 
toddlers and juveniles in chlorinated swimming pools. There have been many studies undertaken on 
the high probability of chlorine-induced asthma in mechanically ventilated, indoor and totally enclosed 
chlorinated pools, but this particular study is unique in that it was undertaken in outdoor pools where 
ventilation is, by definition, is simply not an issue!  
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Rather than go into detail here, if you have a concern about chlorine and its effect on immature and 
developing respiratory systems, take a look at: www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/82273.php and 
note particularly the reference to the ionized pool. Thought provoking stuff, eh? And yet the “powers 
that be” still insist on its use in public pools. No matter. It’s only a matter of time. 
 
Lisa with a “Z’: 
And whilst on the subject of ionized pools (the alternative spelling with a ‘Z’ raises our hits-probability 
on US search engines. Speaking of electrodes (which we weren’t but we will) most of you will be 
aware that when it comes to ionizers we, at Aquavic, are in the enviable position of being able to offer 
you a choice of our “AlgaeNON’ copper electrodes, or “AlgaeNON+” electrodes, which are made of 
the traditional copper/silver alloy - and both versions are registered and approved by the APVMA.  
 
For those who are a little unsure about why we offer a copper-only option, we suggest that a visit to 
the website of the “Copper Development Centre, Oceania” via www.copper.com.au will be most 
informative, particularly so if you choose the “Health” option. And if you’re still unconvinced, 
“Choc–a-holics” will take great comfort from the fact that chocolate is a great source of copper - and 
the adult requirement is 2 mg of copper per day. What more do you need?  
 
Routine Maintenance: 
We come across many examples of poor or indifferent maintenance in our travels, but one of the worst 
examples we’ve ever come across recently was up in the magnificent North East part of the state. No 
names. No pack drill - but I couldn’t resist giving it a mention in despatches anyway. Not only were 
the electrodes virtually non-existent, but a post mortem on the non-functioning control unit found more 
than a tablespoon of water lurking in amongst the electronics – and that was after I’d spilt some! Not a 
good combination and unfortunately, in this case, terminal and a tad pricey. 
 
The Grand Tour: 
Past practice has been to do a number of regional trips throughout the year, but this year we’re 
planning on doing a Mid-Summer Grand Tour of Metropolitan and Regional Victoria, and the 
Riverina, hopefully before Easter (any excuse to get out of the office). I know that some of you have 
recently replenished your stocks, but for those of you who haven’t, drop me a line – phone, fax or 
email - and I’ll add you to the list. Take a look at your stock now and then give me a call. Also, if you 
believe that your ioniser is not doing what it’s supposed to do, let me know and I’ll have a look at it as 
I sail past. The usual rules apply ie If we get enough calls from specific areas, we’ll deliver free of 
charge, and possibly trim off a dollar or two for multiples. 
 
For Sale: 1 only “Hurlcon” RX280 Sand Filter with 40-mm, 6 way MPV, in as-new condition, for 
$450.00 ONO. Delivery and installation also an option but it’ll cost you a tad more. Can email Pic.      
 
Important Note:  
If you’ve received this edition by “Snail Mail” but have an active email address - please let us know 
and we’ll add you to our electronic list (or update an obsolete address) and reduce our carbon 
footprint at the same time. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
John Horwood 
Director. 

 
‘If you wouldn ’t drink it, why would you let your children 

swim in it?’. 


